by state and local agencies. The third section describes the evolution of the federal role in the evaluation of education programs. The final section describes the process used for deciding what national studies of federal education programs are conducted and what questions those studies address.
Information for this study was collected in interviews with federal managers whose offices are responsible for conducting program evaluations in education as well as from the works listed in the references.  In several instances internal memoranda of HEW, the Office of Education (OE), and ED were used as source materials. Because the intent of the paper is to present a broad overview of the topic, it has been necessary to summarize detailed information in a number of cases; the author accepts full responsibility for any unintentional errors of fact or emphasis that may have occurred in preparing the summaries.
Authority for the Department of Education was enacted on October 17, 1979, as P.L. 96-88, the Department of Education Organization Act. The act permitted a 6-month implementation period prior to official start-up of the new department. ED was officially inaugurated on May 4, 1980. In this paper, policies and procedures in effect prior to that date are described using the earlier organizational terminology (e.g., OE and the Commissioner). Current terminology (e.g., ED and the Secretary) is used to describe activities occurring after May 4, 1980.
MAJOR EVALUATION ACTIVITIES OP THE HEW EDUCATION DIVISION
Table A-l provides summary descriptions of federally supported evaluation activities designed to provide information relevant to programs administered by the former HEW Education Division. The primary offices within the Education Division were OE, the National Institute of Education (NIE), and the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES); these offices are now organizationally situated within ED. The information in Table A-l pertains primarily to former Education Division offices because these are the offices for which comparable information was most readily available.m Evaluation).    San
